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Faith-Filled Generosity 

by Fr. Samuel Nsengiyumva 
 

November is the month when we focus 
our attention on how we are called to 
respond to God’s generosity towards us. 
As a society, we celebrate Thanksgiving 
with our families; and as a church we 
renew our commitment to God’s mission 
by pledging to give a portion of our 
financial blessing towards our church’s 
work in the coming year.  

 
This year’s theme - “Faith-Filled Generosity” - reflects both our 
experience during the current pandemic, and our hope as we 
journey through the uncertainty of the coming year. I need not 
remind you of the disruptions, losses, and anxieties that this year 
has brought to all of us. I can say, however, that although the 
coronavirus pandemic has tested our resolve, it has not tested our 
faith. We are more resilient than we have ever been as a Church. 
Thank you. Thank you all for being so generous with your time, 
talent, and treasure for the benefit of the Church and community. I 
have found it inspiring and hopeful as we plan our work together in 
2021. In spite of the many challenges, our “Faith-Filled Generosity” 
will power us through the process of renewal and vitality we 
envision.  

As we experienced some weeks of not being able to gather in 
person, we focused on finding ways to gather virtually, taking more 
time to pray for each other’s needs, our community, our nation, and 
our world. With partial funding from the diocese, we were able to 
install recording and livestreaming equipment in both our worship 
spaces so we may be able to worship together from wherever we 
may be. While challenges persist, we have made significant  
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The Ascension Extension 

is published to exchange information 
between the parishioners and friends of 
the church. Please send all contributions 
for the newsletter to: 
ascensioncommunication@ gmail.com. 
 
Please submit articles for the 
December 2020 issue by:  
Friday, November 20, 2020. 

 
 

 

 

23 North Court Street  Westminster, MD  21157 
email: churchoftheascension@gmail.com    website: ascension-westminster.com  office phone: 410-848-3251 

ASCENSION EXTENSION 

A monthly newsletter of Church of the Ascension  Westminster, MD 
 

Ascension is a family of faith so reflecting the life of Christ 
that we draw all people to Him. 

 

 

 

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, 
serve one another with whatever gift each of you has 
received.  1 PETER 4:10 
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progress in creating opportunities for common worship and mutual edification. 
 
There is no doubt that the church’s mission “to restore all people to unity with God and each other in 
Christ” is more relevant now than ever before.  Individuals, families, communities, nations and indeed the 
whole world is in desperate need for a message of hope in the face of a global pandemic and civil unrest. 
We believe our church has a role to play in this mission.  How then will you discover and use the gifts you 
have been given to help our church’s mission this coming year? How will you hear the Gospel call and 
respond with generosity? 
 
It is our hope that you will take the time to read the weekly reflections on the subject of faith-filled 
generosity which will be sent by email or inserted in the Sunday bulletin.  An estimate of giving card for 
2021 will be mailed for you to fill out and return in time for Consecration Sunday, November 22 – the 
Feast of Christ the King.  An online version will also be made available.  
 
I invite you to receive this opportunity with grace and prayer as you consider how you will share with 
God’s Church from what you have received. We are confident that even in the midst of a pandemic and 
great uncertainty, “You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and 
through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” (2 Corinthians 9:11) 

 

 
CLERGY & STAFF 

 
The Rev. Samuel Nsengiyumva, Rector 

Terri Anderson, Parish Administrator  

Marie Grace Imanariyo, Digital Ministry Associate 

Mary Butler, Organist/Choir Director 

Lynn Lyon-Vaiden, Handbell Choir Director, Newsletter Editor 

Suzanne Walter, Nursery Attendant 

Richard Hill, Facilities & Hospitality Assistant 

Donald Chepko, Night Sexton 

 

Staff Office Hours:  
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 9:00am—3:00 pm 
Tuesday and Thursday: By Appointment Only 
410-848-3251 

 
 

In Loving Memory of Charlotte Curry 
Our dear sister 
in Christ, 
Charlotte Curry, 
departed this life 
on Wednesday, 
October 21. 
Please pray for 
her husband, 
Mark, and their 
family during 
this time of grief.  
 

May her soul with all the faithful departed 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. A 
Celebration of Life will be held at a later 
date. 

Charlotte Curry Obituary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.elinefuneralhome.com/memorials/charlotte-curry/4367021/index.php
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Sunday Morning Worship Services 
8:00 am – Stone Church 
10:15 am – Holy Cross Hall (This service can be viewed via Zoom and Facebook.) 

 
 
 
Daylight Saving Time ends at 2:00 am on Sunday, November 1. Turn 
your clocks back 1 hour on Saturday night October 31. 
 

 
 
 

Our Commitment to Safety: 

In order to ensure our services are offered in the safest way possible by limiting the spread of the virus, we are 
committed to do the following:  

 We have installed cameras in the Stone Church and Holy Cross hall to be able to record and livestream 

our worship services for those who are unable to come on campus.  

 We intend to sanitize all gathering spaces before and after every gathering including restrooms  

 We will provide hand sanitizers and extra masks to those who may not have their own  

 We will clearly mark the pews to ensure no one sits closer than 6 feet from someone other than a 

member of their household  

 We will assign individual singers to sing from a safe distance away from other worshippers  

 We will ensure that communion bread will be handled and distributed with utmost precaution  

 What we expect from our members and guests: 

 Stay home if you feel sick or uncomfortable being in a large gathering. You may join us via Zoom or 

Facebook.  

 Wear a face mask during worship except when taking communion  

 Sit at least six feet away from anyone other than members of your household  

 Avoid singing aloud (you can hum the songs)  

 Sign our attendance sheet to enable contact tracing in case of an infection  

 Use the restrooms one person at a time (except members of the same household) 

 
Covenant for Regathering:  
In response to the current COVID-19 pandemic, I promise, with God’s help and to the best of my ability, to 
abide by the guidelines of the Diocese of Maryland for participation in the life of my congregation according to 
the regathering phase in which my congregation is authorized to carry out its mission and ministry.  
 

In fulfillment of the Baptismal Covenant (BCP p. 304-305), I will strive to:  
Love my neighbor as myself, I will...  

 Wear a mask or scarf over my nose and mouth at all times in church buildings, except momentarily to 

receive the sacrament or lead worship through an assigned speaking part, and follow public health 

guidelines for hand sanitizing and disinfecting  

 Only attend worship and receive communion if I am non-symptomatic for the COVID-19 virus or any 

other transmittable disease that could compromise the health of another congregant  

 Will abstain from attending if doing so would put me at greater risk due to my own health status  

 Respect the dignity of every human being, I will...  

 Make no physical contact with people beyond the members of my own household  

 Maintain a six foot or more distance from other members of the congregation  
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 Respect any requests for distance, masking, and cleaning, to ensure the safety and comfort level of 

others  

 Seek and serve Christ in all people  

 Trust and support the decisions of both my diocesan and congregational leaders  

 Stay connected with others in my community by telephone, video chat, or mail  

Worship Assistants Needed 

With the resumption of on-campus worship, volunteers are needed to assist with certain tasks.  We are 

particularly in need of audio/video assistants, readers/intercessors, ushers, etc.  If you intend to attend on-

campus services in the coming days and are able to help with any of these ministries, please click here to 

use Sign Up Genius to select a date and time to serve. You may also contact Fr. Samuel at 

rectoratascension@gmail.com or Terri Anderson at churchoftheascension@gmail.com. 

If you've never done it before, training is available. 

             Worship Notes              
Consecrated Home Communion 

Those who attend on Sunday mornings via Zoom or 

Facebook, may request consecrated, prepacked bread 

and wine or juice which they can take from the safety 

of their home during the Eucharist for one Sunday a 

month. To receive prepacked bread and wine or juice, 

please contact the church office  

(churchoftheascension@gmail.com) with the number 

of people who need communion in your home. 
  

Baptisms, Confirmation, Reception, Reaffirmation 

The Diocese of Maryland has authorized the 

resumption of Baptisms. If you know of someone who 

wants to be baptized, please contact Fr. Samuel. 
 

The Bishops of the Diocese have resumed their 

confirmation schedule. If you or someone you know is 

interested in being confirmed or received, please 

contact Fr. Samuel. (rectoratascension@gmail.com) 

All Saints' Day: Community Church Bell Ringing 

Church of the Ascension will participate with other 

Westminster churches who will ring their church bells 

on All Saints' Day, Sunday, November 1, from 12:00 

pm –12:10 pm, to call the community to prayer, 

reflection and contemplation about: 
 

1) the losses to Covid-19 in our community, state 

and nation (indeed, the world) 

2) the many non-Covid losses which we have had to 

forego, postpone or alter: funerals, memorials, 

support groups, various other kindnesses 

3) the many “living saints” who have served us 

across the pandemic, from various first responders 

and essential workers who deserve both our 

prayerful support and our profound thanks. 

 

Consecration Sunday: November 22 

The Feast of Christ the King 
 

Thanksgiving Worship Service 

The annual Thanksgiving worship service will be held on Wednesday night, November 25 at 7:30 pm in the 

Holy Cross Hall. Those who don’t attend in person may watch the service on Zoom or Facebook.

 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090b45aaaa23a3f58-worship
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OUR VESTRY 

Officers/Vestry Member Term Ends Ministry Liaison 

Fr. Samuel Nsengiyumva  Rector 

Bryan Lance 
Senior Warden 

January 2022 Buildings & Grounds 

Liz Lowe 
Junior Warden 

January 2022 Worship 

Nancy Starner January 2022 Treasurer/Finance 

Anne Arena January 2021 Registrar/Discipleship 

Donna Fine January 2021 Membership 

Charlie White January 2021 Outreach 

Rick Reinders January 2022 Finance 

Susan Considine January 2023 Worship/Altar Guild 

Ron Cox   January 2023 Finance 

Donna Hansen  January 2023 Mistletoe Mart/Breakfast 

David Kreider January 2023 Worship 
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                   Stone Church Preservation Fund                    

 

Members of the Vestry 
agreed to establish the 
Stone Church Preservation 
Fund as an opportunity for 
those who wish to preserve 
this historic house of prayer 
to be able to do so.  The 
fund will be used for major 
repairs or improvements to 
maintain the Stone Church in 
the best shape possible. 
 
 

Rationale 
The Stone Church is filled with memories of people who 
were baptized, confirmed, married, or encountered God 
in a special way in it. Those memories were possible 
because of the generosity of our founders who decided 
to build such a beautiful house of worship for 
generations to come. Many in our generation feel called 
to imitate the generosity of those who went before us to 
ensure that this sacred space will continue to be 
available for more generations to come.  
 
Air-Conditioning Project 
One of the pressing needs for the Stone Church is the 
installation of a new more efficient and cost-effective  

HVAC system. This became a necessity when one of 
the current AC units died making the remaining one 
unable to provide the necessary cooling.  After 
exploring the different options, it was decided that the 
best option was to replace the whole system with a 
newer more efficient system which would also 
compliment or replace the old oil furnace.  A new 
system is estimated to cost around $30,000.  
 
Update: Thanks to the generous response of many of 
our members, we have met the initial challenge of 
raising $10,000 toward the replacement of our Stone 
Church HVAC system. We are currently looking for 
estimates for the exact cost. 
 
Donations to the fund are still welcome as there are 
always upgrades and repairs needed in the Stone 
Church.   

             

“Besides, in my devotion to the temple of my God I now 
give my personal treasures of gold and silver for the 
temple of my God, over and above everything I have 

provided for this holy temple.” 
(1 Chronicles 29:3). 

             

 

                                                          

Year-to-Date Income and Expenses through September 30, 2020 
 Actual Year-to-Date Budgeted Year-to-Date 

Income:   

General Giving $              162,858.19 $                       173,319.58 

Fundraisers $                  7,112.36 $                         12,744.00 

Rental $                11,400.00 $                         12,825.00 

Miscellaneous $                  8,075.23 $                         12,756.00 

Total Income $              189,445.78 $                       211,644.58 

   

Expenses:   

Staff and Staff  Support $              116,085.86 $                       132,573.09 

Buildings and Grounds $                56,741.87 $                         64,019.41 

Diocese of MD $                34,375.50 $                         34,375.50 

Office/Business Expenses $                12,252.22 $                         14,679.99 

Ministries/Worship $                  1,724.60 $                         10,499.97 

Total Expenses $              221,180.05 $                       256,147.96 

   

Net Income $              (31,734.27) $                      (44,503.38) 
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Is Your Heart Overflowing With Gratitude?  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Count Your Blessings 
Three responses were received to this request: Please share one thing for which you are thankful. 

 For my family and the memories we’ve made 

 God's love 

 I am thankful for my family that God has blessed me with - even more during this pandemic. 
We tend to take for granted being able to see family members whenever we want and being 
able to have family gatherings. The elderly family members are not able to hold our babies and 
little ones. I am thankful that we have FaceTime and other social media so that we can see 
each other and talk to each other. Thank you God for your blessings. 

Gratitude should be a 
mark of a Christian, not 
just in the month of 
November, but all 
throughout the year. It 
should be something 
that we are known by. 
Here is a 21-Day Bible 
Reading Plan to turn 
your heart to 
thanksgiving and 
prepare you to pursue 
a heart of gratitude and 
get God’s perspective 
on what it means to 
keep a heart of 
gratitude. 
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Outreach Committee 

                                                          
The Outreach Committee is grateful for your 

generosity during the summer months. 

       

The Carroll County 
Public Schools Judy 
Center Early Learning 
Hub serves the needs of 
families with children 
prenatal through age five 
to support success in school and life. The 
Outreach Committee has begun a partnership 
with the Judy Center and will help to provide 
clothing and food items for families in need 
whose children attend a local elementary 
school. 
 
The items below have been requested from 
several families who live in our church vicinity. 
If you are able to provide one or two of the 
items listed below, we know the families will 
greatly appreciate it. Items can be dropped off 
in the vestibule of the Fellowship Hall and will 
be picked up for distribution. 
 

If you have any questions regarding the 
donations below, please contact Deb Howard at 
410-336-9636 or by email 
nuttymom23@gmail.com. 
  

 Capri Suns and other low sugar juices 

 Fresh Fruits  

 Cereals, Oatmeal 

 Fresh Vegetables: Carrots, Salad mix, 
Potatoes, etc. 

 Canned Fruits/Vegetables 

 Macaroni and Cheese packs 

 Canned Soups: Vegetable, Chicken 
Noodle, Clam Chowder 

 Rice, Mashed Potatoes 

 Eggs 
 

Our committee hopes that some of our 
members may want to “adopt” one of the 
families by providing some needed clothing for 
the children in the family and some school 
supplies. 

If you as an individual member, family, 
committee or ministry group (ie: Pins and 
Needles, Buildings and Grounds, etc.) would 
be interested in adopting one of these families, 
we are including some of the children’s 
clothing sizes.   
 

Please let Deb Howard know of your interest at 
410-336-9636 or nuttymom23@gmail.com 
 

Family 1: 
Boy age 2- fall seasonal pants /Long sleeved 
shirts Size 2T-5T 
Girl age 11-XL adult leggings, XXL adult shirts 
 

Family 2: 
Boy age 5- pants/shirts size 5T 
 

Family 3: 
Girl age 21 months- clothes 2T; tennis shoes 
size 6 months 
Girl age 9-Long sleeve shirts pants (size S) 
Boy age 11-Long sleeve pants, shirts tennis 
shoes size 4 
 

Family 4: 
Girl age 6- Needs pretty much everything 
Clothes shirts, pants, socks, underwear -size 
7/8  Shoe size 1 

       

Other Updates: 
The Outreach Committee also has continued 
to send out cards to members who don’t have 
a chance to get out often or attend church 
services. 

       

The Outreach Committee meets every fourth 
Monday of the month (in person or via face 
time). Our next meeting will be on 
November 23. If you are interested in joining, 
let anyone on the committee know, and we 
would be happy to include you.  
 
Outreach Committee members include Charlie 
and Pam White, Jenny Beeker, Melissa Leahy, 
Sandy White, Donna Fine, Deb Howard, John 
Holbert, and Milt Beebe. 
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Operation Christmas Child 2020 

 
Operation Christmas Child is 
underway, and it will bring good 
news and great joy to children 
all over the world through 
simple gifts. You can pack 
shoeboxes with a “wow” toy 
(such as a doll, stuffed animal 
or soccer ball with pump), school supplies, hygiene 
items and other gifts, sending them off with prayer 
that God would bless a child in need. Every gift filled 
shoebox is a powerful tool for evangelism and 
discipleship – transforming lives of children and their 
families around the world through the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. Click below to learn more about this 
international program and for suggestions of items to 
include in your shoebox. 

What Goes In My Shoebox? 
Please do not include toothpaste, candy, food or 
liquids. 
 
You may use your own shoeboxes or there are 
empty shoeboxes and information about how to fill 
them available in the church office. Simply decide if 
your box will be for a boy or girl and there are three 
age groups to consider. There are labels to cut and 
tape to the edge of your box that specify your 
selection. 
 
Please return filled shoeboxes to the church 
office for collection by no later than November 
13, 2020. 
 
Remember to include your $9.00 donation in the 
form of cash or check to help cover the costs of 
shipping. If you are not able to fill a shoebox but 
would like to participate in this program, you may 
make a monetary donation which would be much 
appreciated! 
 
You may also “build” a shoebox online and even 
print labels that will allow you to track your box and 
discover your boxes’ destination.  

Build Your Shoebox Online! 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Helen 
Lang at 443-829-6504 or 
h.lang@stuartkitchens.com. 

 

DreamBuilders: New Volunteer Opportunities 
 
Help build portable desks on November 7th and 
November 14th from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Use these links to register: 
 
Volunteer Desk Build November 7 – This build day 
consists of cutting wood, frame assembly, hole 
drilling and nail hole filling. 
 
Volunteer Desk Build November 14 – This build day 
consists of attaching the ledge and handle, hardware 
and assembly, sanding and cellophane banding. 
 

The build location has not yet been determined, but it 
will be inside in a space large enough for us to 
maintain social distancing between work stations. 

 
 

 

             
Carillon Concert 

December 6 at 3:00 pm 
Buck Lyon-Vaiden will play a holiday carillon concert 
at the McDonogh School Chapel on Sunday, 
December 6 at 3:00 pm. 
 

Virtually attend via this website livestream: 
www.mcdonogh.org/carillon 

 
 

 

                                                          

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/
https://dreambuildersmd.org/volunteer-desk-build-nov-7/
https://dreambuildersmd.org/volunteer-desk-build-nov-14/
http://www.mcdonogh.org/carillon
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