
Church of the Ascension: Yellow Phase 

May 30, 2021 

Masks are optional, per your own discretion, but social distancing is still 

required. Anyone that is fully vaccinated is not required to wear facial 

coverings indoors at worship services. Those who are not fully vaccinated 

are strongly encouraged to continue to wear facial coverings. For those 

who have been vaccinated, wearing a facial covering is a personal choice 

that may be influenced by a number of factors including personal/familial 

health, comfort with current mitigations, and support to those in increased 

risk conditions. Vaccination status should not be discussed with one 

another. 

Diocese of Maryland Guidelines for Yellow Phase Worship 

• People who are COVID-19 positive, actively 
sick or symptomatic are still not to attend 

• All Eucharistic guidelines of Orange Phase 
still in effect 

• Communion (bread only) may be distributed 
from the altar rail, but think through the 
logistics if social distancing is still a concern.  

• Processions may resume. Any acolytes who 
are unvaccinated should be masked.  

• Baptisms are permitted at cleric’s and family’s 
discretion and comfort level 

• Weddings, funerals, anointing are permitted 
at cleric’s and family’s discretion and comfort 
level 

• Pastoral care may be in person using mask 
with persons with any communicable disease 

• Touch anointing may resume with appropriate 
precaution 

• Sanitizing practices may be reduced to high-
touch surfaces only 

• Prayer books and hymnals may be used if 
they can self-clean for 3 days following  

• Contact tracing is still recommended, but 
optional  
 

 

• Non-worship receptions are allowed using 
prepackaged food and beverages  

• Fellowship time may resume with 
individually served food and beverages, but 
outdoors only. Indoor fellowship may 
resume, but not with food or beverages yet  

• Masked congregational indoor singing may 
resume with sufficient buy-in from 
congregation. Unmasked singing indoors is 
not an option except for choir. 

• Masking indoors is optional with a known 
level of 90+ percent vaccination status, 
sufficient buy-in from congregation and 
reasonable accommodations made for non-
vaccinated, but children and others who are 
not eligible for vaccinations are still at 
unknown risk for long term health issues 
from catching COVID. 

• Seating capacity may be increased up to 
100 percent and social distancing reduced 
or eliminated with a known level of 90+ 
percent vaccination status, sufficient buy-in 
from congregation and reasonable 
accommodations made for non-vaccinated 
persons 

 


