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Update from the Senior Warden 
by Bryan Lance 

 

The season of Lent is a reminder of a new beginning for 

us all. At Ascension, that's where we are; a fresh start, 

a new beginning. We are currently looking for an Interim 

Rector and a new Custodian. We have already found a 

new Parish Administrator, Ann Fariss, and a Digital 

Ministry Associate, Allison Lord. 
 

We have been brainstorming ideas to freshen up our 

facility, such as giving the Guild Room a makeover and 

freshening up the Rector's office and Rectory. We are 

working closely with all the other ministries to add 

security to our facility.  
 

When we find an Interim Rector, I see more changes 

coming. What I mean by this is that typically an Interim 

Rector shakes things up a little, brings some new ideas, 

and suggests different ways to accomplish things, in a 

positive way.  
 

I'm so proud to be part of a church that has so much 

passion and love toward others, willing to do God's 

work. Lent is not only a reminder of sacrifice, but a 

reminder of God's unmeasurable love for us all.  May 

we never lose sight of the blessings we have been 

given already: this church, our family, our friends, and 

the sacrifice the Lord has given for each of us. 
 

Please read the information about Holy Week services 

on p. 2 and register to attend. I hope that you will take 

the opportunity during Lent and Holy Week to give Him 

thanks and praise for all our blessings at Ascension and 

elsewhere. May God bless you all! 

Church Office Hours during Holy Week: 
The Church Office will be open on: 
Monday, March 29 
Wednesday, March 31 
Thursday, April 1 
 
The Church Office will be closed on: 
Friday, April 2 

In this issue: 
SENIOR WARDEN UPDATE……...……..P.1 
WORSHIP………………………….…P.2-3 
HOLY WEEK…………………………....P.2 

 
UNITED THANK OFFERING………..……P.4 
VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS………………..…P.5 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH…………………P.6 
DREAMBUILDERS………………………P.8 

 
1844 SHOPPE…………………………P. 9 
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES..…….P. 11 
PRAYER LIST……………………..…..P.11 

 

A Prayer for the Pastoral Transition  

O Lord our God, in you we live and move and 

have our being, and our trust is in you.  We lift 

up our parish to you as we seek a new Interim 

Rector and Rector to be our shepherds in the 

years ahead.  We pray that you will guide the 

Vestry in all their deliberations as they discern 

your will for our parish and the priest that you 

have chosen for us. We also lift up to you the 

new shepherds of our parish.  We pray that our 

new priests will each have a discerning heart, a 

vision for the future of our parish, the desire to 

lead us in ministry, and a caring pastoral 

presence. Most of all, we pray that our priests 

will be passionate about you, devoted to 

prayer, diligent in studying your word, and 

open to the movement of the Holy Spirit. 

Trusting our future to you, we pray in the name 

of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  Amen. 
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Holy Week and April Worship Schedule 
THE REV. EDDIE BLUE WILL BE THE CELEBRANT FOR ALL APRIL SERVICES EXCEPT SUNDAY, APRIL 25. 

 

APRIL 1: MAUNDY THURSDAY 
7:00 PM: HOLY CROSS HALL 
 

APRIL 2: GOOD FRIDAY 
7:00 PM: HOLY CROSS HALL 
 

APRIL 4: EASTER SUNDAY 
8:00 AM: STONE CHURCH 
REGISTRATION FOR THIS SERVICE IS ALMOST FULL. 
THIS SERVICE WILL NOT BE BROADCAST ON ZOOM OR 

FACEBOOK. 
10:15 AM: HOLY CROSS HALL 
REGISTRATION FOR THE 10:15 AM SERVICE IS FULL. 
PLEASE JOIN US VIA ZOOM OR FACEBOOK. 

APRIL 11: SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
A SERVICE OF HOLY BAPTISM 
10:15 AM: HOLY CROSS HALL 

REGISTRATION FOR THIS SERVICE IS ALMOST FULL. 
 

APRIL 18: THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
10:15 AM: HOLY CROSS HALL 

 
APRIL 25: FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

10:15 AM: HOLY CROSS HALL 
OFFICIANT: THE REV. BARBARA SEARS 

COLLECTION OF UNITED THANK OFFERINGS 
(UTO INFORMATION IS ON P. 4) 

In-Person Worship Resumes 
at 25% Capacity 

 

The Diocese of Maryland has given Church of the 

Ascension permission for worship services to be 

attended in-person at 25% capacity. We can have up to 

43 people in the Holy Cross Hall. 
 

This means that 33 persons in addition to clergy, 

musicians, worship assistants and Altar Guild may 

attend. 
 

Please contact the Church Office to register to 

attend a worship service. 
 

Please review "Our Commitment to Safety" and 

"Covenant for Regathering." 
  

If you volunteer to serve as a Worship Assistant (Usher, 

Lay Reader, Lay Eucharistic Minister/Acolyte) or will 

serve on Altar Guild or as a church musician, you do 

not have to register to attend worship on that date. 

 

The 10:15 am service will continue to be broadcast on 

Zoom and Facebook. The 8:00 am Easter Sunday 

service will not be broadcast on Zoom and Facebook. 
 

Please pray that the virus will be quickly contained. 

Our Commitment to Safety 
 

In order to ensure our services are offered in the safest 
way possible by limiting the spread of the virus, we are 
committed to do the following: 
 

• We have installed a camera in the Holy Cross 
Hall to be able to record and livestream our 
worship services for those who are unable to 
come on campus.  

• We intend to sanitize all gathering spaces 
before and after every gathering including 
restrooms. 

• We will provide hand sanitizers and extra masks 
to those who may not have their own. 

• We will clearly mark the pews to ensure no one 
sits closer than 6 feet from someone other than 
a member of their household. 

• We will assign individual singers to sing from a 
safe distance away from other worshippers. 

• We will ensure that communion bread will be 
handled and distributed with utmost precaution. 

 

What we expect from our members and guests: 
• Stay home if you feel sick or uncomfortable 

being in a large gathering. You may join us via 
Zoom or Facebook. 

• Wear a face mask during worship except when 
taking communion. 

• Sit at least six feet away from anyone other than 
members of your household. 

• Avoid singing aloud.  

• Sign our attendance sheet to enable contact 
tracing in case of an infection. 

• Use the restrooms one person at a time (except 
members of the same household) 
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Covenant for Regathering 
In response to the current COVID-19 pandemic, I 
promise, with God’s help and to the best of my 
ability, to abide by the guidelines of the Diocese of 
Maryland for participation in the life of my 
congregation according to the regathering phase in 
which my congregation is authorized to carry out its 
mission and ministry. 
 
In fulfillment of the Baptismal Covenant  
(BCP p. 304-305), I will strive to:  
 
Love my neighbor as myself, I will... 

• Wear a mask or scarf over my nose and 
mouth at all times in church buildings, except 
momentarily to receive the sacrament or lead 
worship through an assigned speaking part, 
and follow public health guidelines for hand 
sanitizing and disinfecting. 

• Only attend worship and receive communion 
if I am non-symptomatic for the COVID-19 
virus or any other transmittable disease that 
could compromise the health of another 
congregant. 

• Will abstain from attending if doing so would 
put me at greater risk due to my own health 
status. 
 

Respect the dignity of every human being, I will... 

• Make no physical contact with people beyond 
the members of my own household 

• Maintain a six foot or more distance from 
other members of the congregation 

• Respect any requests for distance, masking, 
and cleaning, to ensure the safety and 
comfort level of others 

• Seek and serve Christ in all people 

• Trust and support the decisions of both my 
diocesan and congregational leaders 

• Stay connected with others in my community 
by telephone, video chat, or mail 
 

Sunday Morning Worship 
 
10:15 am – Holy Cross Hall (This service can be 
viewed via Zoom and Facebook.) 
 

Consecrated Home Communion 

Those who attend on Sunday mornings via Zoom or 
Facebook, may request consecrated, prepacked 
bread and wine or juice which they can take from the 
safety of their home during the Eucharist for one 
Sunday a month. To receive prepacked bread and 
wine or juice, please contact the church office with 
the number of people who need communion in your 
home. (churchoftheascension@gmail.com)  
 

Worship Assistants Needed 

With the resumption of in-person worship, volunteers 
are needed to serve as Lay Readers/Prayer 
Leaders, Ushers and Lay Eucharistic Ministers. If 
you can help, please click here to use Sign Up 
Genius to select one or more dates in April or 
May to serve. 
 
Worship Assistants are needed for these Holy 
Week services: 
 
Ushers:  
Maundy Thursday, 7:00 pm (April 1) 
Good Friday, 7:00 pm (April 2) 
 
Lay Reader/Prayers: 
Good Friday, 7:00 pm (April 2) 
 
Proclaim Slides: 
Maundy Thursday, 7:00 pm (April 1) 

 

 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050f4fa5aa22abfb6-worship
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050f4fa5aa22abfb6-worship
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050f4fa5aa22abfb6-worship
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United Thank Offering 
by Betsy Reinders 

 

How many times each Sunday do we say, “Thanks be 
to God”? How many times does the Bible tell us to be 
thankful, in all circumstances? God’s gifts of – well, 
everything – call for us to respond with gratitude, and 
God clearly expects that response. Why? Gratitude 
acknowledges an intimate connection between giver 
and recipient, a recognition that we’ve been given 
something, not because we deserve it, but because of 
the generosity of the giver. It’s not a transactional, 
obligation-creating relationship between giver and 
recipient. Instead, it is bound up with joy in both giver 
and receiver. 
 

It doesn’t take big chunks of time or money to be 
grateful and put coins into a Blue Box, but it does 
make us more aware of our blessings and the needs 
of other people, needs that we can help meet through 
participation in the appropriate ministry. And because 
gratitude makes people more generous, participating 
in UTO helps to fulfill the mission of the whole church 
by inspiring more generous participation in the 
church’s work. 

Practicing gratitude with 
UTO is a foundation on 
which to build the rest of our 
life and work, a foundation 
that will support our personal 
life as well as our life in the 
Church and that will grow 
stronger over the years. Please join us in creating a 
more grateful world and changing lives – starting with 
our own. Notice the good things that happen daily, 
from a good parking spot to healing from a severe 
illness, and then give thanks to God for the blessing 
while making a thank offering in a Blue Box. 
 
 

Collection of offerings will be on  
Sunday, April 25. 

 
Our Change Changes Lives! 

 

How to Participate 
Option 1: Pick up a UTO box in the Holy Cross Hall vestibule, hallway or Church Office. 
 
Option 2: If you are not able to pick up a box at church, create your own box or container. Find a box or jar or 
whatever you think could hold your change and decorate it as your own United Thank Offering box. You could 
use an empty Kleenex box or cereal box…the options are unlimited!  If you create your own UTO box, take a 
picture of it and send it to Betsy Reinders (brr100@comcast.net or text 301-606-9319) and she will ask that it 
be included in a future Enews. We’d love to see how clever you can be! 
 
Option 3: Write a check payable to St. Martha's Guild with 'United Thank Offering' on the memo line any time 
before April 25. 

 

 

Church Staff   

Ann Fariss Parish Administrator Church Office Hours: 

Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday  

9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Lynn Lyon-Vaiden Interim Communications Associate, Handbell Choir Director 

Mary Butler Organist, Choir Director 

Allison Lord Digital Ministry Associate 

Suzanne Walter Nursery Attendant 

Donald Chepko Night Sexton 
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The Vestry   

Vestry/Officers Term Ends Ministry Liaison 

Bryan Lance, Senior Warden January 2022 Finance 

Titus Mataban, Junior Warden January 2024 Buildings and Grounds 

Nancy Starner, Treasurer January 2022 Finance 

Susan Considine, Registrar January 2023 Worship/Altar Guild 

Liz Lowe January 2022 Worship 

Rick Reinders January 2022 Finance 

Ron Cox January 2023 Finance 

Donna Hansen January 2023 Outreach 

David Kreider January 2023 Worship 

Jill Horn January 2024 Outreach 

Katie Corbin January 2024 Discipleship 

Jackie Weschler January 2024 Membership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vestry Highlights from the March 9, 2021 meeting 

• The Buildings and Grounds Committee has invited the Vestry to walk through the Rectory with them to 

review upgrades and repairs. 

• The Buildings and Grounds Committee reported that on March 15 a locksmith will rekey the outside 

doors near the entrance to the Fellowship Hall. New keys are available, if needed, in the Church Office. 

• Interviews for a new Custodian have begun. 

• The annual Parochial Report was approved and submitted to the Diocese of Maryland. 

• The Vestry approved offering two services on Easter Sunday at 8:00 am and 10:15 am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year-to-Date Income and Expenses through February 28, 2021 
 Actual Year-to-Date Budgeted Year-to-Date 

Income:   

General Giving $                 24,039.34        $                       29,000.58                  

Fundraisers $                   1,649.33        $                         2,400.00                     

Rental $                   2,850.00 $                         2,850.00           

Miscellaneous $                   1,388.60           $                         2,160.00                  

Total Income $                 29,227.27  $                       36,410.58               

   

Expenses:   

Staff and Staff Support $                 16,165.42     $                       17,218.07             

Buildings and Grounds $                 15,274.50      $                       11,956.58                   

Diocese of MD $                   6,875.00  $                         6,783.00              

Office/Business Expenses $                      714.16    $                         1,159.96              

Ministries/Worship $                      518.50      $                            850.00              

Total Expenses $                 39,547.58 $                       37,967.61             

   

Net Income $                 (9,620.31)  $                       (1,557.03)              

Please Pray for the Vestry: Heavenly Father, give to our leaders, a daily renewal in 

your presence, uphold them with your peace, a peace that passes all understanding, 

enlighten them with your word, and strengthen them with your grace. Give them a new 

vision of you, of your love, of your grace and power; and then, give us a new vision of 

what you would have us do as your church in this congregation at this time. Give us an 

awareness that in the strength of your Holy Spirit we can do it to your glory. In Jesus' 

Name we pray. Amen. 
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Children's Sermons will continue to be shared 

during the 10:15 am service on the first and 

third Sunday of each month. 

 

If you would like to volunteer to share a 5 to 8 

minute Children's Sermon, please contact Betsy 

Reinders (brr100@comcast.net) or Jackie 

Weschler (jaclynmkirb@gmail.com) OR use the 

Sign Up Genius link that will be included in the 

Enews beginning on March 31. 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Sermon Volunteers are 

needed on these dates: 

 

April 18 

May 2 

May 16 

June 6 

June 20 (Father's Day) 

 

 

Easter Egg Donations: Please bring candy, 

etc. for filling the Easter Eggs to the  

Church Office. 

Please label your donation:  

”Easter Egg Hunt” 

 



Page 7                                                     Ascension Extension                                           April 2021 

 
 

 

 

 
Summer Camp at Claggett Center is back in 2021! With 
enhanced safety measures in place, Claggett Center 
looks forward to a summer full of new adventures. 
Click here for additional Summer Camp information. 
 
Claggett Center is also scheduling retreats for 2021 
and 2022. Please contact Reservations Manager, Kim 
Wyand, for additional information. 
(kwyand@claggettcenter.org) 
 
 

2021 Summer Camp Sessions 
 

Senior High Camp: June 20-25   
Grades completed: 9-12 
 
Middle School Session 1: June 27-July 2  
Grades completed: 6-8 
 
Middle School Session 2: July 5-10   
Grades completed: 6-8 
 
Youth Camp: July 11-16   
Grades completed: 2-5 
 
Adventure Camp: July 25-30   
Grades completed 4-8, special focus on outdoor skills 
and activities 
 

Family Camp: July 25-30   
For families of all shapes, sizes, and ages! 
 

Camp Spirit Song: August 1-6   
For youth grades 4-8 impacted by a family member’s 
opioid substance abuse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Register to Attend Sunday School 
April 11-May 23 

A link that can be used to register a child to attend 

Sunday School will soon be included in the Enews. 

 

Humane Society Fundraiser 

 

On Saturday, April 24 from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm, 

Girl Scout Troop 2343 will be in the 

parking lot accepting donations for the Humane Society 

of Carroll County. Additional information will soon 

be included in the Enews. 

https://www.claggettcenter.org/
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Congratulations to Leah J. for winning a $3,000 scholarship 

from the American Council of Engineering Companies of 

Metropolitan Washington. 

ACEC/MW offered three scholarships of $3,000 each to 

engineering students attending universities with campuses in 

Washington DC, Northern Virginia, and Prince George’s and 

Montgomery Counties in Maryland. 

Applicants represented a diverse spectrum of backgrounds from 

Universities with campuses located in DC, MD and VA. 

 

Leah is pursuing a B.S. major in Civil and Environmental 

Engineering at the University of Maryland. 

DreamBuilders: Opportunities to Serve  

“Folding Desk Manufacturing Days"  

Saturday, April 24 and Saturday, May 1, 2021 from 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 

DreamBuilders is pleased to announce its third round of “Folding Desk 

Manufacturing Days” which will be held on Saturday, April 24 and May 1. The 

goal is to produce 120 small, foldable desks to be distributed to underprivileged 

students in our local public schools.  

Lunch will be provided.  

For more details and to register for a workday,  

go to http://www.dreambuildersmd.org and click on “Portable Desk Project.”

 



Page 9                                                     Ascension Extension                                           April 2021 

 
 

Prayers for the Pastoral Succession  
April 15 at 7:00 pm 

 
Everyone is welcome to attend a 
Zoom prayer meeting to pray for 
our church and the pastoral 
searches. 
Date: Thursday, April 15 
Time: 7:00pm - 8:00pm 
 
 
 
 

Zoom link will be included in the Enews beginning on 
March 31. For additional information, please contact 
Lynn Lyon-Vaiden (lynn.lyonvaiden@gmail.com). 
--------------------------------------------------------------------  

Thursday Night Bible Study 
April 22 – June 10 at 7:00 pm 
 

The Good Life: 
What Jesus 
Teaches about 
Finding True 
Happiness 
Matthew 5:3-12 
 
True happiness 
comes from a 
heart directed 
toward the 
kingdom of God 
and satisfied in 
Jesus the King. 
This 8-session 
small-group study 
demonstrates 
how Jesus taught us to search for, find, and hold on 
to the good life.  
 
Pastor and author Dr. Derwin L. Gray believes there 
is a better road to happiness, and it is found in the 
Beatitudes (Sermon on the Mount) of Jesus. 
(Matthew 5:3-12) 
 
We spend our money, time, and energy chasing our 
version of the good life. And on the way, we run 
ourselves into physical, mental, and emotional 
exhaustion. But what if the happiness we’re all 
striving for isn’t the happiness we were created for? 
 
If you want to participate, please contact Lynn Lyon-
Vaiden for additional information. 
 

The 1844 Shoppe 
INDOOR/OUTDOOR SALE 

May 21 and 22, 2021 
9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Rain or Shine 
 

Current COVID restrictions will apply. 
 

INDOOR: The Shoppe will be open with great sales 
on an extended selection of items. 
 
OUTDOOR: Bargains on 
outdoor furniture, 
gardening tools and lawn 
decor. 
 
Beginning on May 9, the 
Shoppe will accept 
donations of outdoor 
furniture, decorative 
planters and pots, other outdoor items such as 
birdbaths and gardening tools.  

 
The Shoppe will 
also accept 
donations of 
small appliances, 
books, indoor 
tools and unique 
antiques. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Please Note: 
The 1844 Shoppe will be closed on Friday, April 2 
and Saturday, April 3. 
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In Loving Memory of Noelle Floreen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Noelle Floreen passed away on March 3 after a long 
struggle with cancer. Noelle generously supported 
our church and the Humane Society. There will be 
no funeral service. Her friends appreciated the many 
prayers that were offered. 
 
O God, who by the glorious resurrection of your Son 
Jesus Christ destroyed death, and brought life and 
immortality to light: Grant that your servant, Noelle, 
being raised with him, may know the strength of his 
presence, and rejoice in his eternal glory; who with 
you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Grant, O Lord, to all who are bereaved the spirit of 
faith and courage, that they may have strength to 
meet the days to come with steadfastness and 
patience; not sorrowing as those without hope, but in 
thankful remembrance of your great goodness, and 
in the joyful expectation of eternal life with those they 
love. Amen. 
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