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Buildings and Grounds Update  
by Bill Sears 

 

The Buildings and Grounds Committee is beginning the 

job of determining the repair and renovation needs for 

the Rectory.   
 

On April 10, we had a small group walk-through of the 

building and carefully examined each room and area 

inside, and then looked over the exterior spaces.   

A list of repair needs has been compiled; it will be 

available at a later date in the Church Office for those 

who are interested in viewing it.  
 

Next, we will begin to look at priorities and develop a 

schedule of repairs.  
  

Projects include:  

• Repainting the interior again, and we will seek 

several bids for the work   

• We are in the beginning phase of work on 

several major repairs to the kitchen. 

• Volunteers will be needed to maintain the 

backyard this season.   
 

As we make our way through this renovation, progress 

reports will be provided for the congregation. 
 

Any member of the congregation is invited to join us in 

this large job. Members of the group will be involved in 

making decisions, performing actual repairs, working 

with contractors and maintaining the building during the 

renovations. 
  

 

 

Please contact: Bill Sears, Buck Lyon-Vaiden or  

Junior Warden, Titus Mataban if you have an interest.  

Your name and email address will be added to our list 

for notifications. 
 

Thank you in advance for your interest and support! 

Please Note: 
The Church Office will be closed on, Monday, May 31 
for Memorial Day. The Church Office will be open on 
Tuesday, June 1. 
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WORSHIP………………………….…P.2-3 
VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS………………..…P.4 

 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH………………P.5-6 
1844 SHOPPE………………….………P. 7 
OUTREACH………………………….…P. 8 
 

 
SHEPHERD’S STAFF……………..……P. 9 
IN LOVING MEMORY………………….P.10 
2021 PRAYER FOR AMERICA………...P.11 

 

A Prayer for the Pastoral Transition  

O Lord our God, in you we live and move and 

have our being, and our trust is in you.  We 

lift up our parish to you as we seek a new 

Interim Rector and Rector to be our 

shepherds in the years ahead.  We pray that 

you will guide the Vestry in all their 

deliberations as they discern your will for our 

parish and the priest that you have chosen for 

us. We also lift up to you the new shepherds 

of our parish.  We pray that our new priests 

will each have a discerning heart, a vision for 

the future of our parish, the desire to lead us 

in ministry, and a caring pastoral presence. 

Most of all, we pray that our priests will be 

passionate about you, devoted to prayer, 

diligent in studying your word, and open to 

the movement of the Holy Spirit. Trusting our 

future to you, we pray in the name of Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 
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May Worship Schedule 
THE REV. EDDIE BLUE WILL BE THE CELEBRANT FOR ALL MAY WORSHIP SERVICES EXCEPT SUNDAY, MAY 30. 

 

MAY 2: FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
10:15 AM HOLY CROSS HALL 
 

MAY 9: SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
MOTHER’S DAY 
10:15 AM HOLY CROSS HALL 
 

MAY 16: SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
ASCENSION SUNDAY 
10:15 AM HOLY CROSS HALL 
 

 

MAY 23: DAY OF PENTECOST 
10:15 AM: HOLY CROSS HALL 

IF YOU ATTEND IN-PERSON, PLEASE WEAR SOMETHING RED. 
 

MAY 30: FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
TRINITY SUNDAY 

10:15 AM: HOLY CROSS HALL 
 

JUNE 6: SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
10:15 AM: HOLY CROSS HALL 

PRAYERS OF REMEMBRANCE FOR LOVED ONES WHO HAVE 

DIED IN 2020 AND 2021 WILL BE INCLUDED IN THIS SERVICE. 
 

May 23: Day of Pentecost 
IF YOU ARE WILLING TO READ PART OF ONE OF THE PENTECOST SCRIPTURE READINGS IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE, PLEASE 

1) REGISTER TO ATTEND THE MAY 23 SERVICE 
2) SEND A MESSAGE TO ASCENSIONCOMMUNICATION@GMAIL.COM 

In-Person Worship at 25% Capacity 
 

The Diocese of Maryland has given Church of the 

Ascension permission for worship services to be 

attended in-person at 25% capacity. We can have up 

to 43 people in the Holy Cross Hall. 
 

This means that 33 persons in addition to clergy, 

musicians, worship assistants and Altar Guild may 

attend. Please contact the Church Office to register to 

attend a 10:15 service. 
 

Please review "Our Commitment to Safety" and 

"Covenant for Regathering." 
  

If you volunteer to serve as a Worship Assistant 

(Usher, Lay Reader, Lay Eucharistic Minister/Acolyte) 

or will serve on Altar Guild or as a church musician, 

you do not have to register to attend worship on that 

date. 
 

The 10:15 am service will continue to be broadcast on 

Zoom and Facebook. Please pray that the virus will be 

quickly contained. 

Our Commitment to Safety 
In order to ensure our services are offered in the safest 
way possible by limiting the spread of the virus, we are 
committed to do the following: 

• We have installed a camera in the Holy Cross 
Hall to be able to record and livestream our 
worship services for those who are unable to 
come on campus.  

• We intend to sanitize all gathering spaces before 
and after every gathering including restrooms. 

• We will provide hand sanitizers and extra masks 
to those who may not have their own. 

• We will clearly mark the pews to ensure no one 
sits closer than 6 feet from someone other than a 
member of their household. 

• We will assign individual singers to sing from a 
safe distance away from other worshippers. 

• We will ensure that communion bread will be 
handled and distributed with utmost precaution. 

What we expect from our members and guests: 
• Stay home if you feel sick or uncomfortable being 

in a large gathering. You may join us via Zoom or 
Facebook. 

• Wear a face mask during worship except when 
taking communion. 

• Sit at least six feet away from anyone other than 
members of your household. 

• Avoid singing aloud.  

• Sign our attendance sheet to enable contact 
tracing in case of an infection. 

• Use the restrooms one person at a time (except 
members of the same household) 
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Church Staff   

Ann Fariss Parish Administrator Church Office Hours: 

Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday  

9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Lynn Lyon-Vaiden Interim Communications Associate, Handbell Choir Director 

Mary Butler Organist, Choir Director 

Allison Lord Digital Ministry Associate 

Suzanne Walter Nursery Attendant 

Donald Chepko Night Sexton 

 

Covenant for Regathering 
In response to the current COVID-19 pandemic, I 
promise, with God’s help and to the best of my 
ability, to abide by the guidelines of the Diocese of 
Maryland for participation in the life of my 
congregation according to the regathering phase in 
which my congregation is authorized to carry out its 
mission and ministry. 
 
In fulfillment of the Baptismal Covenant  
(BCP p. 304-305), I will strive to:  
 
Love my neighbor as myself, I will... 

• Wear a mask or scarf over my nose and 
mouth at all times in church buildings, except 
momentarily to receive the sacrament or lead 
worship through an assigned speaking part, 
and follow public health guidelines for hand 
sanitizing and disinfecting. 

• Only attend worship and receive communion 
if I am non-symptomatic for the COVID-19 
virus or any other transmittable disease that 
could compromise the health of another 
congregant. 

• Will abstain from attending if doing so would 
put me at greater risk due to my own health 
status. 
 

Respect the dignity of every human being, I will... 

• Make no physical contact with people beyond 
the members of my own household 

• Maintain a six foot or more distance from 
other members of the congregation 

• Respect any requests for distance, masking, 
and cleaning, to ensure the safety and 
comfort level of others 

• Seek and serve Christ in all people 

• Trust and support the decisions of both my 
diocesan and congregational leaders 

• Stay connected with others in my community 
by telephone, video chat, or mail 
 

Sunday Morning Worship 
 
10:15 am – Holy Cross Hall (This service can be 
viewed via Zoom and Facebook.) 
 

Consecrated Home Communion 

Those who attend on Sunday mornings via Zoom or 
Facebook, may request consecrated, prepacked 
bread and wine or juice which they can take from the 
safety of their home during the Eucharist for one 
Sunday a month. To receive prepacked bread and 
wine or juice, please contact the church office with 
the number of people who need communion in your 
home. (churchoftheascension@gmail.com)  
 

Worship Assistants Needed 

With the resumption of in-person worship, volunteers 
are needed to serve as Lay Readers/Prayer 
Leaders, Ushers and Lay Eucharistic Ministers. If 
you can help, please contact the Church Office. 
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The Vestry   

Vestry/Officers Term Ends Ministry Liaison 

Bryan Lance, Senior Warden January 2022 Finance 

Titus Mataban, Junior Warden January 2024 Buildings and Grounds 

Nancy Starner, Treasurer January 2022 Finance 

Susan Considine, Registrar January 2023 Worship/Altar Guild 

Liz Lowe January 2022 Worship 

Rick Reinders January 2022 Finance 

Ron Cox January 2023 Finance 

Donna Hansen January 2023 Outreach 

David Kreider January 2023 Worship 

Jill Horn January 2024 Outreach 

Katie Corbin January 2024 Discipleship 

Jackie Weschler January 2024 Membership 

 

Vestry Highlights from the April 13, 2021 meeting 

• The Buildings and Grounds Committee walked-through the Rectory on April 10. 

Vestry members are invited to walk-through the Rectory on April 24. An update will be included in the 

May 2021 Extension. 

• A contract for grass mowing has been signed. 

• Interviews for the open custodian position will continue. 

• Commissioning of Vestry members is scheduled for Sunday, April 25 during the 10:15 service. 

• In-Person worship attendance, at 25% capacity, began on March 7. Everyone is reminded to register to 

attend a worship service. 

• April 3 Easter Egg Hunt was attended by 20 children. There was an article on p. 5 of the April 10 Carroll 

County Times. 

• Summer Sunday School: ‘Fun in the Son’ will run from June 6-July 25 after the 10:15 service. 

• Drama Camp: August 9-13 and August 16-20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year-to-Date Income and Expenses through March 31, 2021 
 Actual Year-to-Date Budgeted Year-to-Date 

Income:   

General Giving $                 38,957.84        $                       29,157.00                  

Fundraisers $                   2,692.58       $                         3,600.00                     

Rental $                   4,275.00 $                         4,275.00           

Miscellaneous $                   1,906.90           $                         3,660.00                  

Total Income $                 47,832.32  $                       40,692.00               

   

Expenses:   

Staff and Staff Support $                 19,577.08     $                       22,048.83             

Buildings and Grounds $                 23,478.58      $                       18,832.41                   

Diocese of MD $                 17,585.00  $                       10,174.50              

Office/Business Expenses $                   1,514.31    $                         1,868.96              

Ministries/Worship $                   1,916.50      $                         1,450.00              

Total Expenses $                 64,071.47 $                       54,374.70            

   

Net Income $               (16,239.15)  $                     (13,682.70)              
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Children's Sermons will continue to be 

shared during the 10:15 am service on the 

first and third Sunday of each month. 

 

If you would like to volunteer to share a 5 to 

8 minute Children's Sermon, please contact 

Betsy Reinders or Jackie Weschler OR use 

the Sign Up Genius link that is included in the 

Enews. 

Children’s Sermon Volunteers are needed 

on these dates: 

 

May 16 

June 6 

June 20 (Father's Day) 

Register to Attend Sunday School 
through May 23 

A link that can be used to register a child to attend 

Sunday School is included in the Enews. 
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Congratulations to Cora  
(21 months old) who was 

baptized on Sunday, April 11 by  
the Rev. Eddie Blue. 

 
We rejoice and pray for Cora that as 
she grows up, God will grant her an 

inquiring and discerning heart, the courage 
to will and persevere, a spirit to know and to 
love God, and the gift of joy and wonder in 

God's creation. We also pray for her 
parents and Godparents, that God will grant 

them the grace to fulfill the pledges they 
made on behalf of Cora. 

Cora with her family and Godparents. 
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Please Wait! 

The 1844 Shoppe Committee 

asks everyone to please be 

patient while preparations 

continue for the 

INDOOR/OUTDOOR SALE 

being held on May 21 and 22.  

 
If you see something in the 

Fellowship Hall that you are 

interested in purchasing, and it 

is not priced, it's not currently 

for sale.  We will continue to 

research the market and price 

items accordingly.   

 
We always try to be fair to the 

public as we are a thrift shop. 

We always give church 

members a 20% discount if an 

item has not been put on sale. 

We appreciate and are thrilled 

by the amount of interest 

already being felt and seen by 

everyone! 

 
Don't forget - we're still 

interested in receiving donated 

items from all of you, to be 

brought in starting on May 9. 

 
Thank you for supporting the 

church. 

 

  The 1844 Shoppe Committee 
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During May, donations of non-food items for Shepherd’s Staff to 
assist individuals and families in Carroll County who cannot afford 
to purchase everyday necessities will be accepted. 
Items in the adjacent column are needed.  
Please leave your donations in the Holy Cross Hall vestibule. 

High Need Items: 
Liquid Laundry Soap (48-50oz.) 
Dish Soap 
All Purpose Cleaner 
 
Also Needed: 
Diapers (all sizes)  
Ziploc Bags (all sizes)  
Deodorant  
Shampoo 
Toilet Paper  
Paper Towels  
Trash Bags 
Disposable Gloves  
Hand Sanitizer  
Disinfecting Wipes/Spray 
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In Loving Memory 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Terri Lambert died on Wednesday, April 14. 
Her funeral was held on Tuesday, April 27. 
Please pray for comfort and strength for Terri's 
husband Jim as he grieves her loss. 
 

 
 
 
 
Ben Hubbard died on Saturday, April 24 at Carroll 
Lutheran Village. 
His funeral was held on Thursday, April 29.  
Please pray for comfort and strength for Ben's 
family as they grieve his loss. 

 

 

 
 
Donna Hansen's brother and the late Joyce Brown's 
son, Robert "Bird" Brown, died, unexpectedly, on 
April 26.  
His funeral was held on Saturday, May 1. 
Please pray for Donna, her family, and the 
Westminster community as they mourn the loss of 
Robert (Bird). 

 
O God, who by the glorious resurrection of your Son 
Jesus Christ destroyed death, and brought life and 
immortality to light:  Grant that your servants, being 
raised with him, may know the strength of his 
presence, and rejoice in his eternal glory;  
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Grant, O Lord, to all who are bereaved the spirit of 
faith and courage, that they may have strength to 
meet the days to come with steadfastness and 
patience; not sorrowing as those without hope, but in 
thankful remembrance of your great goodness, and 
in the joyful expectation of eternal life with those they 
love. Amen. 
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Lord, we look up and see the billions of stars 
You created, and we praise You. We look 
around and see the billions of people You 
created in Your image; uniquely, fearfully, 
wonderfully, and we thank You. Wrap us in Your 
Spirit and unite us in Your family, Lord. 
Thank You for loving us first. In Your love for the 
whole world, You sent Your Son to save us. 
 

Spirit search us, convict us, as we repent for 
our sin and the sins of America. Please cleanse, 
fill, and send us. We rejoice, knowing that Your 
forgiveness makes us acceptable and effective 
vessels for Your love, life and liberty in our 
family, church, education, workplace, military, 
government, art, entertainment, and media. 

Jesus, in You alone we have abundant and 
everlasting life. Thank you for teaching and 
leading us to love and live, fruitful, and faithful. 
In Your life, death, resurrection, and ascension 
You are our Lord, our love, our life, and our 
liberty. You came to “bind up the brokenhearted, 
To proclaim liberty to captives and 
freedom to prisoners.” You have freed us from 
the penalty and shame of our sin; free to live 
life as You designed and Your destiny for our Nation. 
 

We pray that America will be united in love to 
serve You with all our hearts, all our ways, and 
all of our days. Unite us to pray, love; to live and 
walk by the Spirit. Conform and transform us 
as we pray and proclaim, “Now the Lord is the 
Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is liberty.” 
 

We pray this in the name of Jesus, Amen. 

Kathy Branzell 

President, National Day of Prayer Task Force 

 

Church of the Ascension 
23 North Court Street 
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