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Growing Together 

by Fr. Samuel Nsengiyumva 
“…we must grow up in every way into him 
who is the head, into Christ, from whom the 
whole body, joined and knit together by 
every ligament with which it is equipped, as 
each part is working properly, promotes the 
body’s growth in building itself up in love.”  
(Ephesians 4:15-16). 
 

It has been almost three months since we reopened our facilities for on-
campus worship and other activities.  So far, everything has gone as 
planned, and I am thankful to all those who continue to offer their time, 
talent, and treasure to make it possible.   
 

As I mentioned in my July 2020 reflection, reopening for us does not 
simply mean reopening our buildings but reopening our hearts and 
minds to the healing and hope God intends for us.  Genuine reopening 
has to involve a renewed commitment to the Great Commandment 
(John 13:34) and the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20). I praise 
God for the many ways this is beginning to happen.  The participation at 
our just concluded healing nights with Pastor Sharon, and a recent 
impromptu gathering to celebrate Joy Badger’s 97th birthday are a few 
examples of our renewed commitment to grow together in community 
and mission. 
 

Christians from the very beginning understood that there is no such a 
thing as a solitary Christian.  They knew that a commitment to Christ is a 
commitment to the church (Christian community).  That is why: 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. … Every day 
they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke 
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being saved.  
(Acts 2:42-47). 
 

While the pandemic has severely limited our ability to meet, eat, and 
praise God together, we are grateful that modern technology allows us 
to do some things such as learning and praying together. We are also 
grateful that with necessary precautions, we are slowly but surely being 
able to worship and fellowship in the same space.  We look forward to 
the time when we will be able to do many more things together.   
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The Ascension Extension 

is published to exchange information 
between the parishioners and friends of 
the church. Please send all contributions 
for the newsletter to: 
ascensioncommunication@ gmail.com. 
 
Please submit articles for the 
November 2020 issue by:  
Friday, October 16, 2020. 
 
 

 

 

23 North Court Street  Westminster, MD  21157 
email: churchoftheascension@gmail.com    website: ascension-westminster.com  office phone: 410-848-3251 

ASCENSION EXTENSION 

A monthly newsletter of Church of the Ascension  Westminster, MD 
 

Ascension is a family of faith so reflecting the life of Christ 
that we draw all people to Him. 
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Upcoming Opportunities to Grow Together 
In accordance with our mission to provide opportunities for all people to connect, grow and serve in the name 
of Christ, we have identified several activities we believe are possible under the current circumstances; which 
are essential in our effort to continue growing together in Christ. 
 

1. The Alpha Course – The Alpha Course is an 11-week course that creates a space, online or in person, 
where people are excited to join their friends for a conversation about faith, life and God.  We are 
hoping to offer 2 opportunities each week for anyone who wishes to take the Alpha Course beginning 
Wednesday, October 7 and Saturday, October 10. The class will be offered via Zoom.  More 
information is available on p. 3. 
 

2. The Healing School – Pastor Sharon Lewis has agreed to take us through a series of teachings 
offered through her Amazing Love Healing Ministry at the beginning of the New Year, 2021.  This will 
be an opportunity for us to heal from our own wounds and learn the basic skills of how to be 
instruments of healing and hope in a hurting world. 
 

3. Discernment, Visioning & Strategic Planning Process – Following the Alpha Course and the 
Healing School, we are hoping to reengage in our formal discernment process. We will be refocusing 
our attention on the details of how we can truly be the people God is calling us to be by identifying 
priorities and setting goals consistent with our purpose, vision, mission, and core values. 

 
While some of us may not be able to participate fully in each one of these activities, it is my hope that all of us 
will participate in one way or another.  One way we can all participate is to pray that these activities will truly be 
opportunities for us to grow in faith, hope, and love; as individuals and as a community of faith.  Another way is 
for each one of us to invite and encourage someone to participate.  The Alpha Course and Healing School are 
open for anyone and can be an opportunity for you to invite relatives, neighbors, and co-workers.  The fact that 
it is offered on Zoom eliminates the limits of distance.  
 
I have every confidence that the God who began a good work in this place 176 years ago, will carry it on and 
bring it to completion on the day of Christ Jesus. (Philippians 1:6).  To Him be glory throughout all generations, 
for ever and ever! Amen.  
 

                                                          

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                          

 

CLERGY & STAFF 
 

The Rev. Samuel Nsengiyumva, Rector 

Terri Anderson, Parish Administrator  

Marie Grace Imanariyo, Digital Ministry Associate 

Mary Butler, Organist/Choir Director 

Lynn Lyon-Vaiden, Handbell Choir Director, Newsletter Editor 

Suzanne Walter, Nursery Attendant 

Richard Hill, Facilities & Hospitality Assistant 

Donald Chepko, Night Sexton 

 

Staff Office Hours:  
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 9:00am—3:00 pm 
Tuesday and Thursday: By Appointment Only 
410-848-3251 
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24th Annual 
Carroll County Christian Men's Prayer Breakfast 

"Becoming a Man of God" 
Saturday, October 3 

8:30 am - 9:30 am 
This FREE virtual event can be viewed via Zoom. 

 

Keynote speaker Dr. Tony Evans will share in a very 
engaging and challenging way what it means to be a 
real man in today’s world. 
 

Click Here to Register          Event Flyer 

 

Alpha@Ascension 
 

Alpha is an 11-week course that creates an 
online or in person space where people are 
excited to join their friends for conversation 
about faith, life and God. Two opportunites are 
offered to take the Alpha course online this fall. 
 

Alpha@Ascension will be via Zoom on 
Wednesday evenings and Saturday mornings. 
Starting Wednesday, October 7 or Saturday 
October 10, each session will include some 
music, a video presentation, and some 
discussions. Alpha@Ascension is open to 
everyone whether you have never had a chance 
to take the course or wish to refresh your mind 
on the powerful Alpha teachings. Please invite 
your friends, neighbors and coworkers. 
 
Click Here to Register for Alpha@Ascension. 

 

 

Thursday Night Bible Study 

"The Armor of God" 

A 7-session Bible study by Priscilla Shirer 

Begins on Thursday, October 22 at 7:00 pm 
 

All day, every day, an invisible war rages around you — unseen, unheard, yet 

felt throughout every aspect of your life. A devoted, enemy seeks to wreak havoc 

on everything that matters to you: your emotions, your mind, your family, and 

your future. The Armor of God, more than merely a biblical description of the 

believer's inventory, is an action plan for putting on your armor and developing a 

personalized strategy to secure victory. If you're tired of being pushed around 

and caught with your guard down, this study is for you. 
 

Please contact Lynn Lyon-Vaiden (lynn.lyonvaiden@gmail.com) for additional 

information. 

The Armor of God Bible Study Invitation 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/24th-annual-carroll-county-christian-mens-prayer-breakfast-registration-117664259969
https://mcusercontent.com/38861336db7638bd741d35e8d/files/b5fffc3a-caf4-4088-b142-7509ccf81497/2020_carroll_county_mens_breakfast_flyer.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfIyHH99_ygTedq3pEEu_cWnHsSiYrVvVuHObBugB96y6K-qg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&gxids=7628
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Efu6V6p2hr8
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Do you need to grow in Patience? 

 
Scripture commands us to be patient and wait upon the Lord while simultaneously equipping us with truth 
needed to live this truth with joy. 
 
For those who are in Christ, we can grow in patient endurance throughout our entire lives regardless of our 
circumstances. 
 
With the help of this 21-Day Bible reading plan, you will meditate on verses that help you understand Biblical 
patience and long-suffering in life and with others, and, most importantly, God’s patience with us. 

 

Be Patient: 21 Day Bible Reading Plan 

                                                          
Photos from  
Joy Badger’s 97th 
birthday 
celebration. 

 

 

 

 

A Heartfelt Thank You from Joy Badger 
 
I was so delighted and amazed at the show of friendship in celebrating my 97th birthday on September 26.  
I wish we could have celebrated with a “big party,” but unfortunately circumstances wouldn’t allow that.  
It meant so much to me to receive such lovely gifts and cards, and then, the surprise of seeing my friends,  
neighbors and many of my church family greeting me with roses and song. I will always remember the love I 
felt from all of you. Thank you, thank you all for your kindness and affection! 
 
Love, Joy Badger 

https://mcusercontent.com/38861336db7638bd741d35e8d/files/ef16b49c-2988-4e2b-a327-c9ab0aa0ee5b/Be_Patient_September_2020.pdf
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Sunday Morning Worship Services 
8:00 am – Stone Church 
10:15 am – Holy Cross Hall (This service can be viewed via Zoom and Facebook.) 
 

 

Sunday, October 4 at 10:15 am 
Outdoor Service  

(Church Courtyard) 

with Blessing of Pets 
in commemoration of the 

Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 
Patron Saint of Animals and the Environment 

 
➢ Those attending the 8:00 am service may 

bring pictures of their pets.  
  

➢ Those attending on Zoom or Facebook may 
have their pets with them during worship. 
 

➢ You may bring your own lawn chair if you 
wish. Otherwise, chairs will be available. 

 

 

 
 

← 
← 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Kittens Looking for a Home 
 

This kitten and a second kitten have 
adopted Ron and Jeanne Cox’s yard as  

their home. Please contact Jeanne or Ron 
(rjcox1325@verizon.net) 

if you are able to provide a new home  
for one or both. 

 

Our Commitment to Safety: 
 
In order to ensure our services are offered in the safest way possible by limiting the spread of the virus, we are 
committed to do the following:  
 

• We have installed cameras in the Stone Church and Holy Cross hall to be able to record and livestream 

our worship services for those who are unable to come on campus.  

• We intend to sanitize all gathering spaces before and after every gathering including restrooms  

• We will provide hand sanitizers and extra masks to those who may not have their own  

• We will clearly mark the pews to ensure no one sits closer than 6 feet from someone other than a 

member of their household  
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• We will assign individual singers to sing from a safe distance away from other worshippers  

• We will ensure that communion bread will be handled and distributed with utmost precaution  

• What we expect from our members and guests: 

• Stay home if you feel sick or uncomfortable being in a large gathering. You may join us via Zoom or 

Facebook.  

• Wear a face mask during worship except when taking communion  

• Sit at least six feet away from anyone other than members of your household  

• Avoid singing aloud (you can hum the songs)  

• Sign our attendance sheet to enable contact tracing in case of an infection  

• Use the restrooms one person at a time (except members of the same household) 
 

 
Covenant for Regathering:  
 
In response to the current COVID-19 pandemic, I promise, with God’s help and to the best of my ability, to 
abide by the guidelines of the Diocese of Maryland for participation in the life of my congregation according to 
the regathering phase in which my congregation is authorized to carry out its mission and ministry.  

 
In fulfillment of the Baptismal Covenant (BCP p. 304-305), I will strive to:  
Love my neighbor as myself, I will...  

• Wear a mask or scarf over my nose and mouth at all times in church buildings, except momentarily to 

receive the sacrament or lead worship through an assigned speaking part, and follow public health 

guidelines for hand sanitizing and disinfecting  

• Only attend worship and receive communion if I am non-symptomatic for the COVID-19 virus or any 

other transmittable disease that could compromise the health of another congregant  

• Will abstain from attending if doing so would put me at greater risk due to my own health status  

• Respect the dignity of every human being, I will...  

• Make no physical contact with people beyond the members of my own household  

• Maintain a six foot or more distance from other members of the congregation  

• Respect any requests for distance, masking, and cleaning, to ensure the safety and comfort level of 

others  

• Seek and serve Christ in all people  

• Trust and support the decisions of both my diocesan and congregational leaders  

• Stay connected with others in my community by telephone, video chat, or mail  

 

Worship Assistants Needed 

With the resumption of on-campus worship, volunteers are needed to assist with certain tasks.  We are 

particularly in need of audio/video assistants, readers/intercessors, ushers, etc.  If you intend to attend on-

campus services in the coming days and are able to help with any of these ministries, please click here to 

use Sign Up Genius to select a date and time to serve. You may also contact Fr. Samuel at 

rectoratascension@gmail.com or Terri Anderson at churchoftheascension@gmail.com. 

If you've never done it before, training is available. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090b45aaaa23a3f58-worship
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                   Stone Church Preservation Fund                    
 

Members of the Vestry at their recent meeting, agreed to 
establish the Stone Church Preservation Fund as an 
opportunity for those who wish to preserve this historic 
house of prayer to be able to do so as they wish.  The 
fund will be used for major repairs or improvements to 
maintain the Stone Church in the best shape possible. 
Rationale 
The Stone Church is filled with memories of people who 
were baptized, confirmed, married, or encountered God 
in a special way in it. Those memories were possible 
because of the generosity 
of our founders who 
decided to build such a 
beautiful house of worship 
for generations to come. 
Many in our generation 
feel called to imitate the 
generosity of those who 
went before us to ensure 
that this sacred space will 
continue to be available for 
more generations to come.  
 
Ways to Contribute 
There are many ways to contribute to the Stone Church 
Preservation Fund: 
 

1.One-Time Donation – Make a one-time donation by 
writing a check to Church of the Ascension and writing 
Stone Church Fund in the memo line.  The donation may 
be given in honor, memory, or thanksgiving for a person 
or an event. 
 
 

2. Pledge – Pledge a monthly or annual donation for a 
specific time period.  Simply write a letter or email to the 
church office and let us know how much you wish to 
pledge.   
 

3.Estate Planning – Include the Stone Church 
Preservation Fund in your estate planning by indicating 
how much you wish to leave behind as a bequest. 
 

4.Fundraiser – Organize a fundraiser and ask your 
friends and relatives to donate the Stone Church 
Preservation Fund. 
 
Air-Conditioning Project Challenge 
One of the pressing needs for the Stone Church is the 
installation of a new more efficient and cost-effective 
HVAC system.  This became a necessity when one of 
the current AC units died making the remaining one 
unable to provide the necessary cooling.  After 
exploring the different options, it was decided that the 
best option was to replace the whole system with a 
newer more efficient system which would also 
compliment or replace the old oil furnace.  A new 
system is estimated to cost around $30,000.  Upon 
learning about this need, one of our parishioners 
challenged the parish to come up with $10,000, 
preferably before the end of the year, and promised to 
pay for the remainder of the project cost.  If you wish to 
give toward this challenge, please do so using methods 
1, 2, or 4 above.   

             

“Besides, in my devotion to the temple of my God I now 
give my personal treasures of gold and silver for the 
temple of my God, over and above everything I have 

provided for this holy temple.” 
(1 Chronicles 29:3). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank You for your continued generous 
support of our church’s mission.   

Your quarterly giving statement will be sent 
soon either by mail or email. 
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Count Your Blessings 

 
November, the month that includes Thanksgiving 
Day, is a good time to focus on God's many 
blessings.   
 
During what has been a challenging 2020 for 
many, it is important to remember that Paul 
reminds us to "...give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in 
Christ Jesus." 1 Thessalonians 5:18.  
 

Please click here to share one thing for which you are thankful OR send your response to 
ascensioncommunication@gmail.com. 
 
Responses will be included, anonymously, in the November 2020 Extension. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OUR VESTRY 

Officers/Vestry Member Term Ends Ministry Liaison 

Fr. Samuel Nsengiyumva  Rector 

Bryan Lance 
Senior Warden 

January 2022 Buildings & Grounds 

Liz Lowe 
Junior Warden 

January 2022 Worship 

Nancy Starner January 2022 Treasurer/Finance 

Anne Arena January 2021 Registrar/Discipleship 

Donna Fine January 2021 Membership 

Charlie White January 2021 Outreach 

Rick Reinders January 2022 Finance 

Susan Considine January 2023 Worship/Altar Guild 

Ron Cox   January 2023 Finance 

Donna Hansen  January 2023 Mistletoe Mart/Breakfast 

David Kreider January 2023 Worship 

             
 

The Vestry has appointed 
Liz Lowe to serve as 

Junior Warden until the 
next Annual Parish 

Meeting in January 2021. 
She replaces Greg 

Forster who recently 
moved to Florida. 

 
             

 

https://forms.gle/mkKBjARc9QHg2JgR8
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Outreach Committee 

                                                          
The Outreach Committee is grateful for your 

generosity during the summer months. 

       

The Carroll County 
Public Schools Judy 
Center Early Learning 
Hub serves the needs of 
families with children 
prenatal through age five 
to support success in school and life. The 
Outreach Committee has begun a partnership 
with the Judy Center and will help to provide 
clothing and food items for families in need 
whose children attend a local elementary 
school. 
 
The items below have been requested from 
several families who live in our church vicinity. 
If you are able to provide one or two of the 
items listed below, we know the families will 
greatly appreciate it. Items can be dropped off 
in the vestibule of the Fellowship Hall and will 
be picked up for distribution. 
 

If you have any questions regarding the 
donations below, please contact Deb Howard at 
410-336-9636 or by email 
nuttymom23@gmail.com. 
  

• Capri Suns and other low sugar juices 

• Fresh Fruits  

• Cereals, Oatmeal 

• Fresh Vegetables: Carrots, Salad mix, 
Potatoes, etc. 

• Canned Fruits/Vegetables 

• Macaroni and Cheese packs 

• Canned Soups: Vegetable, Chicken 
Noodle, Clam Chowder 

• Rice, Mashed Potatoes 

• Eggs 
 

Our committee hopes that some of our 
members may want to “adopt” one of the 
families by providing some needed clothing for 
the children in the family and some school 
supplies. 

If you as an individual member, family, 
committee or ministry group (ie: Pins and 
Needles, Buildings and Grounds, etc.) would 
be interested in adopting one of these families, 
we are including some of the children’s 
clothing sizes.   
 

Please let Deb Howard know of your interest at 
410-336-9636 or nuttymom23@gmail.com 
 

Family 1: 
Boy age 2- fall seasonal pants /Long sleeved 
shirts Size 2T-5T 
Girl age 11-XL adult leggings, XXL adult shirts 
 

Family 2: 
Boy age 5- pants/shirts size 5T 
 

Family 3: 
Girl age 21 months- clothes 2T; tennis shoes 
size 6 months 
Girl age 9-Long sleeve shirts pants (size S) 
Boy age 11-Long sleeve pants, shirts tennis 
shoes size 4 
 

Family 4: 
Girl age 6- Needs pretty much everything 
Clothes shirts, pants, socks, underwear -size 
7/8  Shoe size 1 

       

Other Updates: 
The Outreach Committee also has continued 
to send out cards to members who don’t have 
a chance to get out often or attend church 
services. 

       

The Outreach Committee meets every fourth 
Monday of the month (in person or via face 
time). Our next meeting is on Monday, 
October 26. If you are interested in joining, let 
anyone on the committee know, and we would 
be happy to include you.  
 
Outreach Committee members include Charlie 
and Pam White, Jenny Beeker, Melissa Leahy, 
Sandy White, Donna Fine, Deb Howard, John 
Holbert, and Milt Beebe. 
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Operation Christmas Child 2020 

 
Operation Christmas Child is 
underway, and it will bring good 
news and great joy to children 
all over the world through 
simple gifts. You can pack 
shoeboxes with a “wow” toy 
(such as a doll, stuffed animal 
or soccer ball with pump), school supplies, hygiene 
items and other gifts, sending them off with prayer 
that God would bless a child in need. Every gift filled 
shoebox is a powerful tool for evangelism and 
discipleship – transforming lives of children and their 
families around the world through the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. Click below to learn more about this 
international program and for suggestions of items to 
include in your shoebox. 

What Goes In My Shoebox? 
Please do not include toothpaste, candy, food or 
liquids. 
 
You may use your own shoeboxes or there are 
empty shoeboxes and information about how to fill 
them available in the church office. Simply decide if 
your box will be for a boy or girl and there are three 
age groups to consider. There are labels to cut and 
tape to the edge of your box that specify your 
selection. 
 
Please return filled shoeboxes to the church 
office for collection by no later than November 
13, 2020. 
 
Remember to include your $9.00 donation in the 
form of cash or check to help cover the costs of 
shipping. If you are not able to fill a shoebox but 
would like to participate in this program, you may 
make a monetary donation which would be much 
appreciated! 
 
You may also “build” a shoebox online and even 
print labels that will allow you to track your box and 
discover your boxes’ destination.  

Build Your Shoebox Online! 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Helen 
Lang at 443-829-6504 or 
h.lang@stuartkitchens.com. 

Mistletoe Mart Donations 
 

Even though the 47th Mistletoe Mart has been 
postponed until November 2021, we are grateful that 
we were able to continue to contribute to both 
Ascension as well as Community Outreach initiatives 
this year.  As a result, proceeds from Mistletoe Mart 
2019 provided $23,971 total donations. 
 
$ 16,971 to Ascension 

This includes donations towards the copier 
annual lease, replacing and upgrading office 
computers, new vanities and plumbing in the 
first floor bathrooms, new refrigerators 
backstage and in the Guild Room, roof/eave 
structural repairs next to the church 
administration, Ascension Youth, Ascension 
(general funds) and to the Stone Church 
Preservation Fund. 
 

$ 7,000 to Community Outreach 
Through Community Outreach, the Mistletoe 
Mart supports many organizations including: 

• Carroll County Food Sunday 
• DreamBuilders: Joyce’s Crew 
• NESAP  
• New Life for Girls 
• Shepherd’s Staff 
• Taraja Resource Network 
• Timber Ridge 
• Together We Own It 
• Westminster Rescue Mission 
• YMCA Leaders Club 
• YMCA Turkey Trot 
 
PLEASE prayerfully consider how you can support 
the Mistletoe Mart next year.  We are blessed for all 
of the friendships that have developed and are 
grateful for the outreach and support the Mistletoe 
Mart has been able to provide, but WE NEED YOUR 
HELP to continue going forward. Thank you! 
 
 
 

 

                                                          
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/
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All Saints' Day 
Sunday, November 1, 2020 

             
Please remember the following departed loved ones on All Saints' Day: 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                 16 Church of the 

Your Name: ___________________________________________ 
 
Please return this completed form to the church office by Monday, October 26. 
 

 

 
Church of the Ascension 
23 North Court Street 

Westminster, MD 21157 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


